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SUBJ: PUERTO RICO IN UN COMMITTEE OP 24 
REF: CANBERRA 6029 

1 . WE NOTE WITH SURPRISE AUSTRALIAN DFA VIEW, AS CONTAINED 
REFTEL, THAT PUERTO RICO IS "ITEM UNDER CONSIDERATION" AT 29TH 
UNGA WHICH IN PACT IT IS NOT. CUBAN EFPORTS TO INSCRIBE SO-CAT T ED 
"COLONIAL CASE OP PUERTO RICO" ON 26TH UNGA AGENDA DECISIVELY 
DEPEATED. PUERTO RICO IS ISSUE INSTEAD IN UN COMMITTEE OP 24 
(WHICH NORMALLY MEETS BETWEEN UNGA SESSIONS). COMMITTEE HELD 
INCONCLUSIVE DEBATE IN 1972 AND 1973 ON CUBAN REQUEST 

TO HAVE PUERTO RICO PLACED AGAIN ON LIST OF NON-SELF- 
GOVERNING TERRITORIES AND HAS ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS 
WHICH WE HAVE STRONGLY OPPOSED (ON GROUNDS THAT COMMITTEE HAS NO 
AUTHORITY TO DISCUSS PUERTO RICO IN LIGHT UNGA 1953 RESOLUTION 
REMOVING PUERTO RICO PROM LIST OP TERRITORIES). AUSTRALIAN 
REP ON COMMITTEE VERY SYMPATHETIC TO US POSITION, BUT PINDS 
HIMSELP HAMPERED (AS WE HAVE OPTEN REPORTED) BY WHAT IT 
REGARDS AS ILLOGICAL INSTRUCTIONS PROM DPA THAT ALL ISSUES 
SHOULD BE DEBATED AT UN. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO US, SIR PATRICK 
SHAW, VISITED PUERTO RICO AT GOVERNOR HERNANDEZ COLON'S 
INVITATION IN JULY. WE RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT RAISE WITH 
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THAT EMBASSY CLARIFYTO DFA THAT PUERTO RICO NOT RPT NOT ON 
UNGA AGENDA. FYI: EVEN THOUGHT UNGA OPENSEPT 17, COMMITTEE OF 
24 HAS NOT YET CONCEUDED ITS WORK THIS YEAR BECAUSE OF MANY 
VISITING MISSIONS AND WILL REACH PUERTO RICO, LAST ITEM ON ITS 
AGENDA, IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. END FYI. 
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